November 15, 2011

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on November 15, 2011 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember



RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember    

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7: 30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

 Girl Scout Troop 2428 led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag.
* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

The Girl Scouts from Troop 2428 from Lincoln Titus Elementary School were introduced by their Scout Leader.
Supervisor Puglisi announced they had the Veterans Day Ceremony at the Muriel H. Morabito Community Center on Veterans Day with guest speaker John McGurty.  It was a very well attended event and is being shown on Channel 78 or residents can watch it streamed on the computer.

Earlier the Supervisor went to a ceremony at the Village of Croton-on-Hudson with Councilmember Lindau.  The City of Peekskill also had an event so there were many ceremonies going on and Thursday night the Supervisor went to Carmel for the New York State Senate Hall of Fame.  Frank Campanero, a WW II Veteran from the Town of Cortlandt was placed in nomination and received an award.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

Supervisor Puglisi was joined by Councilmember Farrell to present the Employee of the Quarter Award to James Francis of the Highway Department.  Councilmember Farrell then read a brief biography and congratulated him.  Jeff Coleman also spoke on his behalf and commented on Jim’s enthusiasm and how he always finds better ways to do his job.  The award was presented by Supervisor Puglisi.
Jim thanked the Town Board and stated that he takes pride in his work and also has an amazing crew.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that there is a resolution regarding complaints to Con Edison and their inadequate response to the recent storm.  The Supervisor asked for a faster response time by Con Edison and a better communication system.  There were about 50% of the residents of the Town without power.

There is a list of further improvements being done at the former Martin property that was bequeathed to the Town in Verplanck.  On the agenda is for a boat ramp and the Supervisor stated that the Town is excited for the next phase of improvements. 

The Supervisor congratulated members of the Board who were up for
 re-election: Richard Becker and Frank Farrell.  She wished everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving.
* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence 

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell:  commended John McGurty for his service.  Councilmember Farrell spoke of the recent storm and its damage to the Town.  He received compliments from the residents regarding the Town’s reaction to the storm by the Highway and Sanitation Departments.  Councilmember Farrell then thanked his committee and the residents for supporting him with his election.
Councilmember Lindau:  stated she was impressed with the Veteran’s Day Ceremony and complemented the Supervisor for making herself available to attend the award ceremony for Frank Campanero with Greg Ball.  Councilmember Lindau also thanked the Highway Department, DES, and Jeff Coleman for all their hard work during the last two storms.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

Councilmember Becker:  congratulated Supervisor Puglisi on her re-election.  

Councilmember Becker then spoke of the public hearing on the agenda tonight regarding sign ordinances and the importance of this hearing. He stated that much time was spent to regulate the signs and that this ordinance is a step forward.  The ordinance regarding shared parking refers to two contiguous businesses that don’t operate at the same time which may be able to share parking and bank more parking for future space.  He commented that these are very positive steps forward. 
 Councilmember Sloan:  congratulated his colleagues on their re-election.  Councilmember Sloan spoke of the storm and the stories of that night. 
Regarding the election, Councilmember Sloan stated he was embarrassed by the process and their lack of technology.
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Becker moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

October 18, 2011 and the Special Meeting of November 5, 2011 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Lindau seconded the motion.

All voted AYE

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

1.  Public Hearing to consider amending the Town Sign Ordinance

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 7:56 p.m.

Discussion: 

Tom Wood stated that this is a very technical amendment.  It deals with the calculation of sign square footage whether you include holes on the sign or not.  It clarifies that it increases a little bit of signage for our big shopping area for 
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

more directional signs that hopefully will ease traffic.  Supervisor Puglisi added that the Town is trying to help our local businesses, and that this is one of the reasons for this revision.

There was no further discussion.

A motion to close the hearing at 7:57 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and adopt the Local Law and adopt the Resolution was made by Councilmember Lindau and seconded by Councilmember Farrell. 

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION NO.268-11 RE: Adopt a Negative Declaration with respect to amending the Town Sign Ordinance.
LOCAL LAW NO. 2-11: A Local Law amending Local Law #1 of 1976- Signs.
RESOLUTION NO.269-11  RE: Authorize the amending of the Town Sign Ordinance
* * * * * ** * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
None

* * * * * ** * * * * *
BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  

For the month of September from the Water Division of DES.

For the month of October from the Office for the Aging, Purchasing Department, Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Request for a License Agreement with respect to property on Gabriel 
Drive (2nd letter)

* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Letter with respect to safety issues at the intersection of Old Locust 
Avenue and Crompond Road; and refer to DES, DOTS, and the Traffic 
Safety Committee.

2.
Letter from Thomas Daniele with respect to Skylark Drive; and refer to 
DOTS, DES and the Legal Department.
3.
Letter from Patricia Cutaia with respect to recent power outages.
Discussion: 

None
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker:

RESOLUTION NO. 270-11 RE: Appoint Brendan F. Murphy as a member of the CAC to fill a vacancy.

RESOLUTION NO. 271-11 RE: Re-Appoint Michael Huvane, Richard Boyle and Andrew Moss as members of the PRC Advisory Board.

RESOLUTION NO. 272-11 RE: Appoint Michelle Davis as Deputy Receiver of Taxes to fill a vacancy.

RESOLUTION NO. 273-11 RE: Appoint Christine Cothren as Deputy Town Clerk effective upon the retirement of Rene Bracken.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 274-11 RE: Appoint Lisa Wyskida to the title Office Assistant for the Planning Division of DOTS to fill a vacancy.

RESOLUTION NO. 275-11 RE: Appoint Laura Repicky to the  title Administrative Aide.

All voted Aye
The Supervisor congratulated the new appointees.

Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

RESOLUTION NO. 276-11 RE: Appoint four (4) seasonals through March 31, 2012 for DES.

RESOLUTION NO. 277-11 RE: Grant a Leave of Absence for two (2) employees under the Family Medical Leave Act.

RESOLUTION NO. 278-11 RE: Extend a Leave of Absence to January 31, 2012 for a DES employee.

RESOLUTION NO. 279-11 RE: Extend an existing contract with IQ Landscaping with respect to the development of a landscape plan and construction oversight for Steamboat Riverfront Park Landscape Grant.

RESOLUTION NO. 280-11 RE: Authorize a Contract with respect to excavation; and an Agreement with NYS DOT for construction with respect to lights at two Rt. 6 intersections.

RESOLUTION NO. 281-11 RE: Authorize a Residential Special Re-Use Permit with respect to Pondview Commons; and forward same to the Planning Board.

RESOLUTION NO. 282-11 RE: Authorize amending the Zoning Ordinance with respect to “Special 
Permits for Parking: “Public Hearing Requirements” and Eating or Drinking Place Parking.
RESOLUTION NO. 283-11 RE: Approve Tax Certioraris with respect to Wild Birch Farms, and 2141 Crompond Road.

RESOLUTION NO. 284-11 RE: Authorize the annual Snow and Ice Agreements with NYS DOT.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO. 285-11 RE: Amend the V&T Code and authorize on-street Handicapped Parking on Eleventh Street in Verplanck in front of St. Patrick’s Church.

RESOLUTION NO. 286-11 RE:  Authorize the repair of a water meter pit on Lexington Avenue and Amazon Road; and abandonment of a water meter pit on Lexington Avenue and Lawrence Road; subject to DEP approval.

RESOLUTION NO. 287-11 RE: Resolution urging Governor Cuomo to withdraw the revised Draft GEIS that would allow fracking of shale in New York State.
RESOLUTION NO. 288-11 RE: Authorize the borrowing of $1.5 million dollars, subject to Permissive Referendum with respect to the demolition of two bridges within the Town.
RESOLUTION NO. 289-11 RE: Direct DOTS and DES to evaluate the roof at Town Hall for necessary repairs.

RESOLUTION NO. 290-11 RE: Adopt a revised confined space policy for DES.

RESOLUTION NO. 291-11 RE: Amend Resolution No. 232-11 with respect to the purchase of two utility 
trucks for DES.

Discussion:  The Supervisor indicated it was the first time they will be doing this special permit REUSP for Pondview Commons which is keeping the same number of units, not increasing them.

The tax certioraris are a total of $49,000.

The fracking of shale is a big issue and has gotten more publicity.  The Supervisor commented that she is concerned about how deep the drilling would be, the cracking of bedrock and impact to the ground waters.  The resolution in opposition has been passed and this is to reiterate that position.

All voted AYE.
Councilmember Sloan commented that more people are more interested and are more aware of fracking and a lot of people are concerned if anything goes wrong. He commended Susan McDonald for all the work she has done to support the resolutions.

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO. 292-11 RE: Direct DOTS and the Legal Department to draft a policy with respect to new construction and underground utility wires.

RESOLUTION NO. 293-11 RE: Resolution of official complaint to the New York State Public Service Commission with respect to Con Edison’s lack of preparation and delay in response to the recent snowstorm; and Receive and File the Supervisor’s letter to Con Edison with respect to same.

RESOLUTION NO. 294-11 RE:
Authorize the following with respect to the former Martin Property now part of the Town’s Steamboat Riverfront Park:

a) RFP’s for a contractor to paint the hangers for storage purposes.


b) Purchase of benches, picnic tables, playground equipment and a 


plaque in James Martin’s name at the playground site.


c) In-House rip/rap stabilization of a portion of the shoreline.


d) In-House design of a community boat launch

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that putting the wires underground is the solution for not losing power.  She has mentioned it to Con Edison many times that they need to start phases throughout Westchester.
All voted AYE
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following be received and filed.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion. 

Receive and File:
1.
Petition from residents of Tommy Thurber Lane with respect to drainage 
and paving issues; and refer to DES and DOTS.
Discussion:  The Supervisor explained the petition process when received from the residents. 
All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

The Supervisor thanked everyone for their support in her re-election and thanked everyone in the community for their trust and support.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

* * * * * ** * * * * *

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

Joe Slocum
Broadway, Verplanck

Asked about the pond near his house and any progress made to resolve this ongoing problem.  The Supervisor indicated they’ve been very busy with the storm and asked Ed Vergano for an update.  Ed Vergano explained that there will be a meeting with Con Ed to discuss paying for half the cost of the improvement.
Mr. Slocum then asked if there were any rules regarding abandoned utility poles.  Ed Vergano answered that they have spoken with Verizon and Con Edison and are trying to work with them to remove the poles. Mr. Slocum indicated the pole in question is the one on Broadway and 14th St.,which is split and tied up and is a safety issue to which Councilmember Farrell stated he understands but that it is ultimately a Con Edison or Verizon issue. 
Supervisor Puglisi stated that the Town’s complaints are not to the workers, but to the management who needs to prepare properly.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. on a motion by Councilmember Becker, seconded by Councilmember Lindau

All voted AYE
Respectfully submitted,








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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